Gosling advice Sheet

Caring for goslings

Goslings need to be kept warm for the first two weeks.
gas burners or Infra red lamps can be used to provide
the heat aiming to obtain an ambient of somewhere
between 86 and 88 Degrees fahrenheit.

The area of pen needs to be a minimum of 1 sq mtr per 8 goslings and big
enough to allow the goslings somewhere to go to get out from under the heater
but enclosed enough to minimise drafts.

Straw bales make ideal sides to the pen insulating and giving the goslings
something to peck at. Shed size for full grown geese for night protection should
give each goose 0.5 sq mtr.

Temperature control

Temperature control is normally achieved by adjusting the heater level or height
above the pen. Goslings that are too hot will all be distributed around the edges
of the pen farthest away from the heaters and may have wet backs caused by
sweating. If the goslings are too cold they will all be huddled below the heaters.
Huddling is dangerous as the goslings will start to climb on top of each other
causing the bottom layer to suffocate. Goslings do tend to sleep and sit in groups
so be careful not to mistake this for huddling.

Bedding material
Wood chips or sawdust are the best kind of bedding material switching to straw
when they are two weeks old.

However one can get away with straw from day one as long as it is wheat straw.
New bedding material should be sprinkled on top of the old paying special
attention to the area around the drinkers which is likely to be wet.
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